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The charming, spontaneous, obsessional and naïve canvases of Mustafa Khalidy, place him firmly in the tradition 
of the great outsider artists. The crisp and starkly delineated canvases capture his stream of consciousness 
and self-absorption. Producing paintings of delight, of childish sophistication and latent narrative, Khalidy 
paints for himself, driven by an inner need to pin down on canvas his reaction to the world around with no 
heed to artistic fashions or trends. These are indeed the works of a creative ‘outsider’.

Khalidy’s output, seemingly produced out of a desire to visualise his dreams, gives his visions physical form. 
As with the idealised memory works of Adam Dembinski, Khalidy’s paintings appear to possess a mystery, 
a rawness and skill akin to that evident in the cave paintings of Lascaux, overlaid with the post-Ottoman 
formality of Beirut. As Jean Dubuffet, who invented the notion of  “Art Brut” once mentioned “true creation is 
not worried about whether it is art or not”. 

Born in Beirut in 1969, Khalidy spent 20 years in New York, and now divides his time, as a self- taught artist, 
between Lebanon and France. Russell Harris, London
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The paintings of Mustafa Khalidy reveal the difference 
between a dream and the souvenir of a dream.  
What he sees, what he lives and what he paints are 
one. Out of time. Out of convention. Naked.

His work is not about technique, reason or details.  
It is about urgency. Necessity. His authority is his 
innocence. He knows what to do without knowing 
where it may take him. His work is as close as you 
can get to painting poetry.

Extracts from an essay by the Lebanese-French writer Dominique Edde. 
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